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Quiz 1: 
Scenario:  A sprinkler head breaks and showers two faces of shelving that 
have medium-rare, leather bound books on one side and priceless ceramic 
and glass artifacts on the other with a small collection of trinket boxes made 
of shell and metal.   
 
• What is your salvage priority order? 
• A. Leather-bound books 
• B. Priceless ceramic and glass artifacts 
• C. Shell and metal clasp and hinged trinket boxes 
 
 
 
 
•Salvage priority: 
1.A.  Leather-bound books.  Most vulnerable, warping, mold growth.  
2.C.  Shell and metal trinket boxes. Metal will oxidize in damp conditions 
3.B.  Priceless ceramic and glass artifacts. Even though priceless, least 
vulnerable of the artifacts 
 
 
 
 
Quiz 2: 
• Scenario:  Heavy rains have flooded your basement records storage area 
that contain vital records.  Everything is under a foot of water including 
your server, paper records, and microfiche files. 
 
• What is your salvage priority order? 
• A.  Pack your server for shipment to a recovery vendor 
• B.  Pack and freeze your paper records 
• C.  Pack and freeze your microfilm 
 
 
 
 
•Salvage priority: 
1.B.  Pack and freeze your paper records 
2.C.  Never freeze microfilm, keep wet until they can be preprocessed 
3.A.  You backed up your server to tape last night and it is located in a dry 
place off-site  
 
 
Quiz 3: 
Scenario:  A roof leak has affected several rows of shelving.  The top row of 
cloth-bound books printed on uncoated paper are saturated and several of 
the volumes have started to grow severe mold (see photo).  The second row 
of thick, cloth-bound serials printed on glossy paper are wet about 2” in from 
the edges of the pages.  The third row of leather-bound books printed on 
uncoated paper are damp.  Pick the salvage option you would pursue for each 
row, and then place the action in order of salvage priority.   
   
Quiz 3 continued 
Row #1: Cloth-bound  
(Choose one salvage action) 
A. Freeze the entire row 
B. Discard the moldy items 
and freeze the remaining 
books 
C. Discard the moldy items 
and fan out the remaining 
books to air dry 
Row #2: Glossy paper serials 
(Choose one salvage action) 
A. Freeze the books 
B. Fan out the books to air 
dry 
C. Interleave the pages with 
paper towels 
Row #3: Leather-bound 
(Choose one salvage action) 
A. Freeze the books 
B. Fan out the books to air 
dry 
C. Interleave the pages with 
paper towels 
Lastly, determine order of salvage action (list row numbers):  
 
First Row #___, then Row #___, and finally Row #___. 
Salvage actions: 
Row #1: B. Freezing will minimize warping and cockling while drying, and stop mold growth 
Row #2: A. Freezing will prevent glossy paper from blocking 
Row #3: B. These are only damp so they can be dried quickly with good air circulation 
Order of salvage: Row #2, then Row #1, and finally Row #3. In spite of mold in Row #1, books in Row #2 
are in greatest danger because of glossy paper. As long as moldy books are not disturbed, they can sit for 
the time it takes to pack and freeze Row #2. 



